While caribou in Newfoundland and Labrador share the same subspecific status (R.t. caribou), they occur in markedly different environments. In Newfoundland they inhabit the Boreal Shield ecozone, a region characterized on the Island by a continental climate, dense fir and spruce forests as well as extensive barrens, peatlands, high moose densities, and no wolves since 1920 (though in recent years a wolf-like predator, the coyote, has established itself). In Labrador, they calculated. Our objectives were to 1) determine the number of phases demarcating changes in rates and variability of movements; 2) characterize the associated degree of displacement and identify possible ecological correlates; and to 3) assess whether variation (if any) in the number, timing, duration of 'biological seasons' could be explained at the ecosystem level or local population level. Results will aid in the characterization of biodiversity within the caribou subspecies within north-eastern Canada, and suggest the degree to which environmental variation may lead to ecological divergence.
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